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Upcoming Retreats


Location: San Luis Rey Mission in Oceanside.  Time: 9:30 am to 4:30 pm. Cost: $45 (includes retreat booklet, lunch, and snacks)





Entering into the mystery of God


July 26, 2008


We will spend the day pondering, exploring and enlarging our sense of who God is as we sit with the mystery that is God. Our time will be spent with the marvelous truths that point to the otherness of this God who has gone to great lengths to make Godself known to us finite beings. This is will be a day of entering into wonder that births amazement, adoration and true worship. I hope you will choose to be with us as we seek to be present to the otherness of God in all its splendor and mystery.





God, You, and Burning Bushes: Exodus 3


October 11, 2008


We will spend the day sitting in and pondering Moses’ encounter with God. This passage is about freedom in becoming who we most truly are and embracing God’s dream for us. It is about facing our own sense of inadequacy and embracing God’s “more than enoughness”.  This is one of my favorite passages for it speaks of encounter, invitation, significance and partnership with God. I hope you will choose to come, take off your shoes, and tread upon the holy ground of God’s truth contained in this marvelous passage. 





To register, visit www.b-ing.org and click on “Upcoming Events.”





b Formation		"…that Christ would be formed in you."�� HYPERLINK "http://www.b-ing.org/about/larry_warner.php" �Larry Warner�


How can I help stimulate spiritual growth in my church, staff, leaders, small groups . . . ? — Where can I find someone who will help those I oversee to discover the transformational riches of the spiritual disciplines? — Who will partner with me as I seek to lead those I oversee into the intentional development of their spiritual lives? — How can I help people realize and experience spiritual growth as an inside-out reality rather than a by-product of non-impacting outside-in practices? ��We are here to partner with you as you seek to help your people experience growth into Christ-likeness. ��Our Vision�To journey with groups desiring growth into Christ-likeness by creating and leading interactive times designed to help participants explore and embrace the life-shaping wisdom and practices of classical Christian formation. ��What is Christian Spiritual Formation?�Christian spiritual formation involves the internal transformation of an individual into Christ-likeness. It is the goal that Paul speaks of in Galatians 4:19, ". . . that Christ be formed in you," and in Romans 8:29, "For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son." The aim of spiritual formation is internal conformity to the image of Christ.








Try This


Slow down. Often the pace of our lives pulls us away from the Lord. Walk more slowly. Drive more slowly. Eat more slowly.  Notice. Pause. Listen. God is here.  Slow down. When you do, you can carry a sanctuary in your heart throughout the day.








Genuine transformation requires vulnerability. It is not the fact of being loved unconditionally that is life-changing. It is the risky experience of allowing me to be loved unconditionally. 


– David Benner, Surrender to Love (p.76)
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b in my Ministry


Amie BeMent, Flood Children’s Pastor


I believe the people I minister to (with) are looking for something different.  They are tired of the same old routine and looking to discover God in unique ways.  b has really provided that for us at Flood in all areas of our ministry, through conferences, personal spiritual direction and classes, but even more specifically for me in ministering to moms.  Moms are not allowed much time to just sit and think and experience God.  MomSpace is a place we provide (with childcare) for moms to connect with themselves, other moms, and God in non-traditional ways.  We have everything from prayer stations to speakers, coffee and bagels, and the nap room is always available for moms who need sleep or solitude and silence.   A few hours away is worth its weight in gold to moms, and b has provided a way to be an extension of our church in partnering with us to create a safe space for these moms to connect with God in their own ways.  b has assisted me in providing a ministry that not only affects the spiritual lives of moms, but helps them become more whole as parents, wives and daughters of Christ.  





b is available to lead reflective half day, one day, and weekend retreats for ministry teams, leadership teams, and pastoral staffs. These times allow the groups who participate to draw closer to God and one another while providing a context for each individual to share deeply and openly about their life with God. We have seen these retreats transform the relational dynamics of a team or staff not just for the day but also as they continue to go forward together in ministry, implementing the tools used during the retreats in their ongoing meetings and times together.  To contact b regarding a retreat for your group, email Larry Warner at larry@b-ing.org





2008 to date


This year has been busy for b so far – here’s some of what we’ve been up to:


5 one day retreats: “The Prodigal” in Seattle, “Abiding in the Vine” in San Diego, “The Shepherd and the Sheep” in Los Angeles, “The Lord’s Prayer” at Fuller Seminary, and “Freedom, Adoption and Love” in San Diego


monthly spiritual direction for 75+ pastors, seminarians and ministry leaders


Assembly of God youth workers conference on the use of silence and solitude in youth ministry and in personal life


CFDM 3 day teaching retreat


seminar at Flood as part of the Soma conference


daily contemplative times and spiritual direction at the National Pastors Convention (ministered to nearly 100 pastors)


spiritual directors workshop in Orange County


pastor’s retreat at Pt. Loma Nazarene University


a weekend retreat in Idyllwild on Christ Crucified


and as of March 1st, we’ve officially added Steve Summerell, a pastor in Los Angeles, as a part time member of b with the goal of developing b’s reach in LA








