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Upcoming Retreats





May 2, 2009





Topic


The “I Am” Statements of Jesus





Location


Monrovia Canyon Park


1200 N. Canyon Blvd.


Monrovia, CA 91016





Time


9:30 am to 4:30 pm.





July 18, 2009





Topic


“Fixing Our Eyes on Jesus”





Location


San Luis Rey Mission  Oceanside, CA





Time


9:30 am to 4:30 pm.





For more information, or to register for a retreat, visit 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.b-ing.org" ��www.b-ing.org�


and click on 


“Upcoming Events”





Thin Places 				     Jessica Ealson


In the Celtic tradition, “thin places” are physical locations where the separation between our world and the supernatural is lessened.  Places where we more easily connect with God, whose presence always saturates and surrounds us but may feel more tangible in a thin place.  Margaret Guenther, in the most recent issue of Conversations, defines a thin place as a place where “heaven and earth are close, [where] the membrane between the sacred and the ordinary is very porous and God seems very near.”





While the Celtic tradition generally refers to specific places where God’s presence can be felt by nearly any passerby, I have a few of my own: the beach, the home of my dear friend Carol, Larry’s office, and The San Luis Rey Mission in Oceanside, where b holds many reflective retreats.  Like most of us in our fast paced culture, my life is busy and demanding and my schedule is full.  I am a stay-at-home mom with three children ages five and under, but when I go to these places with the intention to meet with Jesus, my inner and outer distractions seem to fall away more easily than when I am just about anywhere else, leaving me open to what God has for me that day.





At the most recent b retreat, where we explored Jesus’ sayings from the cross, I was able to enter in, in spite of the fact that it was the first time I’d left my three month old daughter for any significant amount of time and it was the furthest distance I’d ever been away from her.  During the morning session, I was distracted.  It felt like a bungee cord was stretched taught between my far-away baby and myself, but as I settled into the thin place of the courtyard and began the reflective exercises in the retreat booklet, it was as though Jesus was standing next to me, taking the tension of that bungee cord and allowing my end to hang slack as I sank into his presence.  The day was a gift and a delight.





And as much as I enjoy these times in my thin places (though in them, I am often faced with truths that I’d rather avoid), and as significant as they are in my life and my journey with God, I find that the events and demands of my daily life prevent me from running to them as often as I’d like and it takes quite a bit of effort for me to carve out time to go.  I struggle with feeling selfish for asking people around me to take over my responsibilities so I can get away by myself, especially when I have to leave many things undone at home.   And still, God calls to me, “come away with me” . . . and I make time to come.





How about you?  Where are your thin places?  What does it take for you to get away to be in those places with God?  How soon will you next go?  


Hear God’s voice saying, “Come, come away with me . . . love waits for you.”





Without solitude 


it is virtually impossible


 to live the 


Christian life.








I had come into this place to meet Christ Jesus, and meet him I did.  Yet he was already with me. What a mystery! He had come with me on the journey. His grace had gone ahead of me.





Emilie Griffin





April 2009  ●  9776 Caminito Doha, San Diego, CA 92131  ●  858-336-2117


� HYPERLINK "http://www.b-ing.org" ��www.b-ing.org�  





b’s business


Last year in 2008, b had the privilege of journeying with over 2000 pastors, seminarians, professors, and ministry leaders through spiritual direction, retreats, training, and spiritual formations experiences.  We also averaged over 1000 visits per month to our website.


So far in 2009:


Larry Warner is working on writing a book on the Ignatian Exercises for InterVarsity Press


Larry also is teaching at Talbot’s Institute of Spiritual Formation and Point Loma Nazarene University 


Steve is teaching a spiritual formation class at Fuller Extension in Irvine.


95+ pastors, seminarians, professors, and ministry leaders receive one-on-one spiritual direction each month through b


January


b staff retreat


“‘I Am’ Statements of Jesus” retreat in Oceanside


February


“God, You and Burning Bushes” retreat in the Los Angeles area


March


“I Am statements of Jesus” retreat for pastors, held at Point Loma Nazarene University – attended by over 30 pastors from a variety of denominations 


“Statements of Jesus from the Cross” retreat in Oceanside


Steve Summerell in Asia, providing spiritual formation experiences and spiritual direction for missionaries who are part of the Vineyard churches there.


Larry Warner preaching at a church in El Cajon





Larry Warner preaching at a church in El Cajon

















